310                    "THE LAND OF CHARITY."

chists, and to increased prayerfulness and effort on the part
of the Christians generally. Many also were attracted and
led to serious reflection by the kindness and personal
influence of the missionaries and native teachers in then-
works of faith and labours of love.

Towards the end of 1862, a movement towards Christianity
amorjgst the slave castes, principally Pulayars and Pariahs,
commenced in the Pareychaley district. There had often
appeared a general willingness on the part of these long-
degraded and enslaved people to hear and receive the glad
tidings of salvation. In 1862 two small congregations, and
in the succeeding year six additional congregations of this
class were formed. These new adherents evinced great desire
to hear and understand Christianity, and though rather dull
in learning the elements of religion, were nevertheless
remarkably persevering and painstaking. This work culmi-
nated in 1867, when, besides the addition of above 1,000
persons of various classes in the Neyoor 'district, 12 new
congregations, with 2,649 new adherents, were gathered in
the district of Pareychaley. The total additions from
neathenism to our Christian congregations in Travancore
during that one year amounted to nearly 4,000 souls.
Though generally of the lowest class, these made rapid pro-
gress in learning the truths of Christianity, and in exem-
plifying them in their daily lives. The writer made a tour
amongst these newly gathered congregations in September,
1867, and found a remarkable spirit of earnestness, diligence,
and attention amongst these poor people. Scarcely had he
time, on entering the chapel in each village, to partake of
some necessary refreshment ere the building was filled with
people ready and waiting to hear the word of life.

They had, however, to endure a great deal of petty annoy-
ance and persecution from the higher castes. In one instance
a number of Pulayar Christians, who had been attending the